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ABSTRACT

Polemics and social inequality are the
primary basis for story building in several
of Najib Mahfudz's works. As the primary
source, the social constellation presents
to seek the formation of relations between
social structures and literature. Various
social systems come with articulations in
economic, cultural, and political forms.
This article will explore the context of
government and state apart from being an
executive institution and exercising
sovereignty  with its power. The
identification of sovereignty is closely
related to very paradoxical power. This
type of research is qualitative. This type is
classified because the primary data
source in the study is in the form of
textual data from the novel Yauma Qutila
al-Zaim by Najib Mahfudz using a
postmarxis approach. In this study, two
main problems are discussed. First, how
is the manifestation of the dual function of
state power and sovereignty; second, why
sovereignty is placed and positioned as a
structure with very high absolutism. The
duality formation between sovereignty
and power that forms a network of
sovereignty with all its forms of
transformation. The sovereignty network
then includes a working logic of power

and sovereignty with all forms of
attribution inherent in it.
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INTRODUCTION

The tendency of some of Najib Mahfudz's works is very thick with the description of
social class. It can say that the social reality described by Najib is in direct contact with
the social conditions of the middle class. From this tendency, as an author, Najib
always uses narratives closely related to the nuances of social course, struggle,
criticism, and the resistance of the Egyptian people in his work (Naem & Janoory,
2020).

Najib Mahfudz's work in Arabic literature is considered very influential and has a
significant role in further developments. He is evidenced by writing techniques and
narrative characteristics unique to his work, related to society, social class, and
government (Nijland, 1984). The shape of this epigon also brought Najib an award in
the form of a Nobel Prize in 1988 (Kamil, 2008; Latifi, 2008). Almost all of his works are
identical to the picture of social reality that intertwined in his life (Barakat, 1993).

LITERATURE REVIEW

One of the works that tend to expose social realities with a government system reflects
in his novel, Yauma Qutila al-Zaim, or The Day The Leader Was Killed. The characters,
narration, and social reality in this novel are almost similar to al-Karnak's previous one.
In al-Karnak, Najib narrates the society of the Gamal Abdul Nasser era with the
consequences of the defeat of the war against Israel. In Yauma Quitila al-Zaim's novel,
Najib forms a pattern of domination in the period of Anwar Sadat's leadership, thick
with nuances of government arbitrariness towards citizens. (Abu Auf, 1991). Yauma
Qutila al-Zaim's novel is a social representation of Egyptian society in the era of Anwar
Sadat's leadership. This era occurred in the 1970s, which was thick with various social
inequalities, and from that situation, the status and fate of the Egyptians at that time
were filled with anxiety and uncertainty in life (Gover, 2013).

Yauma Qutila al-Zaim's novel tells how the composition of life, which consists of
political, economic, and social structures, has decreased significantly. The structure of
government and political constellation is narrated as a structure that neglects social
care. So that the political and government atmosphere present in this work intersects
with the despotic attitude of government (Alahmad, n.d., 2016). They use this power in
the form of material to dominate several other figures. From this domination emerged
an instinct to provide real action in the form of class struggle (Manshur, 2012).

RESEARCH METHOD

This research will utilize the type of qualitative descriptive research. Wherefrom this
type of research because the main data in this study comes from words, sentences,
and phrases from the novel Yauma Qutila al-Zaim by Najib Mahfudz. The research
data is then accumulated by configuring it with the main theme and research subject.
The data accumulation is then analyzed based on Giorgio Agamben's theory of state
sovereignty. There are various theoretical and conceptual foundations that will be used
to investigate how state sovereignty is manifested in the concept of state structure by
positioning itself in the systematics of state life.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Sovereignty as an Enigma

There are three main narrators in building the story, namely Muhtasyimi Zaid, Alwan
Fawaz Muhtasyimi, and Rondah Sulaiman Mubarak. The three narrators are told to
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come from the lower class of society, all of which are experiencing inequality, ranging
from social, economic, and political. Starting with economic problems in the family,
Muhtasyimi Zaid and Alwan Fawaz live in one house with affluent family status.

“Good morning, young people, piled up in buses, your faces lookng out
behind cracked glass panes like those of prisoners on visiting days. And
the bridge bursting with passers-by. Cyclists greedly—but unremittingly—
devouring beas sandwiches.

“With every mounting crisis comes relief,” said my grnadfather.

Dear Grandpa, till when will we go on learning things off by heart and
arroting others? He’s my best friend. And I'm but on orphan. | lost my
parents when they lost themselves in continuous work from morning to
night, shuttling between the government and private sector to take out a
meager living. We meet only fleetingly. No time for idle philosophizing,
please. Can’t you see that we can’t even find time for sleep” (Mahfouz,
1997:8).

It is true that the quote above explicitly states that with the work done by both of
Alwan's parents, he is still unable to cover the needs of their family. Both of Alwan's
parents are willing to spend time after time by busying himself to work; of course, the
main reason for doing so is the family economy. Because of that, Alwan called himself
an orphan, and his parents often spent time outside the house for work. A job that
requires them to always leave time with Alwan, their only child who is the hope of the
family in the future. With discipline in work, they will be able to meet themselves, be
able to be responsible both for themselves, the surrounding community, and the
environment (Riwukore et al., 2021).

Utopia: A Dialectical Condition

As it is widely known that sovereignty is a form of power with various forms that are
inherent in it. The manifest form of sovereignty, according to Agamben, is a discursive
practice that, in turn, is a form of citizen normalization (Agamben, 1998; DeCaroli,
2013). This shows how the logic of work and the paradigm of biopolitics where utilizing
power and sovereignty form the power to destroy the structure of citizens' lives. The
key to realize the ideal dimension is good public service (Taan, 2020). Sovereign
power is not an abstract and not absolute entity, but the essential concepts that are
built in the relationship between power and sovereignty are given in utilizing
sovereignty in the category of subject and object in power (Hardt & Negri, 2020).

All this within earshot of Israeli tourist. | find solace in just sitting there
listening. If this kind of talk disturbs you, then just take a look at the street.
Watch the passers-by closely: ceaseless, uninterrupted, brisk motion.
Sullen faces. What do thet conceal? Men, women, children, and even
pregnant women no longer stay at home: the tragic or the comic sums
them all up” (Mahfouz, 1997: 46).

The classical typology of authority is defining as a power that is recognized as having
legitimacy. Its status is privileged and subordinated, and all of them go hand in hand.
As a result, according to Hardt and Negri, sovereignty presents two very complex
definitions. Sovereign power is not an abstract and not absolute entity, but the essential
concepts that are built in the relationship between power and sovereignty are given in
utilizing sovereignty in the category of subject and object in power (Hardt & Negri,
2020). In this process, what is known as biopolitical production puts forward various
elements of life in it, economic, social, and political. With the weakening of government
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figures in the public sphere, all will feel the impact, especially the social constellation of
society (Yuliastuti & Tandio, 2020).

Restore Sovereignty

Dialectics created from the relationship between citizens and the state can create a
hierarchical view. This view was born because the involvement of citizens in a state
structure is often distant from the government. This distinction is made clear when the
state, as the executor of sovereignty, abuses its authority to represent the citizens
themselves. This means that people's sovereignty as a source of power to form
sovereignty is gradually fused into a hierarchical construction in affirmation of
sovereignty in the reins of power.

“We are a people more given to defeat than to victory. The strain that
spells out despair has become deeply ingrained in us because of the
countless defeats we have had to endure. We thus learned to love sad
songs, tragedies, and heroes who are martyrs” (Mahfouz, 1997: 80-81).

To explain how the nation's condition when it experienced defeat, simultaneously, with
the hope that the collapse would soon pass. The future with all forms of futuristic
thinking seems to disappear in a classy defeat. All nations can only accept what is
happening to them; despair is the right answer when that moment occurs, and hope
that the warriors who defend the truth die in perfect condition.

CONCLUSION

From the explanation in this article, it is explained what is said to be the construction of
sovereign power has a position that often raises the face of a paradox. This can be
seen when all forms of sovereign crises are present as a form of implication in
maintaining sovereignty. As a form of power, in this case, politicization and social
legitimacy to strengthen the position as a powerful and sovereign becomes an
enigmatic condition. A condition that holds a variety of circumstances by wriggling to
develop issues of power and sovereignty. Therefore, various forms of practice and
discourse regarding sovereign power correspond with the systematics and structuring
of citizens' lives. In addition, various forms and expressions of sovereignty are
presented with figures who can problematize life by presenting sovereignty. In practice,
bring up the duality of power practices based on the sequence of state sovereignty.
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